el D

Volume 19 Issue 2 I S H RA N eWS I etter Fall 2010

Isles of Shoals Historical and Research Association

Our mission is to locate, collect, organize, preserve, expand and make available information
and knowledge relating to the natural and human history of the Isles of Shoals

He found their company cha

romantic incident to find such a young man on this

onely island.His marriage with the pretty Miranda is
Isles of Shoals lonely island.His marriage with th Miranda |
The a true romance. 0
Eternal Sound of the Sea Hawthorne also describes his visits to other islands
; that make up the Shoal s, i
W|Ilb(_epresentedby of Gosport which was i nhal
Pontine Theatre tumbl ed assortment of fishe

for our . . . .
ol s aw 0 n-bokinglwdmam ¢reeming about

Fall Meetmg Program with a cane, and stooping over, seemingly to gather

herbs. On mentioning her to Mr. Thaxter, he said that

it was probably the bearded womahdid not observe
ISLES OF SHOALS: the Eternal Sound of thesSea her beard, though very I|ike
creat ed and per f or medistity Pontine Theatrtr eﬁ(éont.%erages)
Directors, M. Marguerite Mathews and Greg
Gathers.They draw their script from the writings of
two prominent New England authors, Celia Thaxter
and Nathaniel Hawthorne, who, in various works,
explore the rich history and folklore of the islands,
from the early settlement through the Victorian resort
era. Through Tabletop Toy Theatre, projected video
and shadow play Mr. Gathers and Ms. Mathelring
the legend and lore of the Shoals to life onstage.

Celia Thaxter was born in Portsmouth in 1835 and
spent much of her childhood on White Island at the
Isles of Shoals where her father was the lighthouse
keeper and Appledore where her family ran a resort
hotel. At age 16 she married her former tutor, Levi
Thaxter, who introduced Celia to the literary world of
Boston.Her first published poem,and/ocked
appeared inThe Atlanticin 1860. Celia went on to
became one of Amer i cad
Aldrich, Emerson, Hawthorne, Jewett, Longfellow and
Whittier were among her circle of friends and they,
along with actors, artists and musicians, came to visit
her and vacation in the Appledore Hotel.

In 1852, when Celia was only 17 years athaniel
Hawthorne visited the Isles of Shoalduring his two
week visit, he stayed at the Appledore House, where he
was hosted by Thomas Laighton and other members of
t he Laighton family, i nc
Celia. At the time of Hawt ho
young newlywed who had just set up housekeeping in

a little cottagel n Hawt horned&s | oufr Al s ouelemai b s %rgaletr(]ersS,
his visits to Celia and Levios ccot a%‘ ,gphoﬂ): fnriefed Nea
familyds hot el
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A Note From
Your President

Thoughts from Ten Miles Out

Writing you from the Writ
Parl or in Star | slandds O
much has happened for ISHRA since | wrote you in
April.

Norman Michaud treated us to tales of Portsmouth and
Shoals history at our spring meeting, Ann Beattie,
Andrea Melville and Amy Cook led a wonderful June
conference on the Artistry of the Isles of Shoals, and Gar,
Bashline and Rose Schlegel organized the relaxing an
restorative fall conference that has brought me back thi
weekend.

Meanwhile, a new play and a series of tours for da
visitors have introduced the Shoals to elager
numbers of people.

Joel
The play, o0lsles of Shoals: The Eternal Sound of the

was created and produced by Pontine Theatre, based on

in the Writersd Room of

the writings of Celia Thaxter and Nathaniel Hawthorne. Vacationing Nathaniel Hawthorne met-y&arold Celia
Premiering in April, it delighted audiences in Portsmouth 1 Naxter, then a young bride and already a charming
and then had a special encore performance at the Shoaf¥Stéss who would surely look forward to greeting us as
during our June conferenc&€@& th support from | SHRA®S
grant program, it will tour additional venues this fall. You can give the gift of history

For day visitors coming t Qs thehdlilaysCapprobch, pleasdcBndides givingthedift t
stopover cruises, I SHRAOG sof idmbership i ISARACtE Fién8s aldafdnflly whe € n
leading popular onéour tours steeped in Shoals history. might appreciate the history, legend and beauty of the
Maryann Stacy expanded the docent program this year|sies of Shoals just as you do. Simply fill out the
to include Wednesday and Friday tours in addition to membership form in this issue to let us know the names

the Sunday tours that began last summer. and addresses of those you
have enough room on the form.) If your form reaches us

So it has been a busy summer, but soon all the islands y Thanksgi ving, wedl |l welc

wi || be making prepar ati oRofidayfc&d ackho@dgifig ydurgiit.d Wi nt er s

The marine lab on Appledore will fall silent but for the
quiet whoosh of the wind turbine that powers air
quality monitoring instruments yearound. The

Thank you for your support of ISHRA, and | hope to see
you at our meeting November 9.

Smuttynose Stewards will wrap up their season, the Joel Plagenz, ISHRA President
Pelicans will fly home to the mainland and the Isles of plagenz@comcast.net
Shoals will slumber until we all come back in the spring.

We can keep our memories alive through the winter by ISHRA Media Contacts

picking up a favorite book about the Shoals and cgssie Durette Richard Stanley
picturing ourselves here again, perhaps imagining a VisitiISHRA Webmaster ISHRA Newsletter Editor

in the present day or perhaps in 1852, when the cbd_232@yahoo.com rsg@frets.me
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Isles of Shoals Impressions
ISHRA June Conference 2010

Delving into past artistic endeavors on the Shoals
inspired the creation of our own masterpieces this
summer at the ISHRA June Conference on Star Island.
Conferees used watercolors to illustrate Celia

bot h
footsteps

foll owed i n
Whittieros
Cook.

The historic buildings on Star were brought to life

wi t h Bob Cookds architec
OdConnor6s anecdotes about
in those buildings. Sarah also treated conferees to two
di fferent salt cod
Appledore Cookbdo while Amy served up Miss

Parl oads mol asses cooki es.

The 19 century Elliott Hall stage was graced by a
performance of Pontine
Eternal Sound of the Seabd
Marguerite Mathews. At our candlelit Chapel Service.
the incredibly moving music of Sylvia Jurkowski, Bob
Andrews and Joe Pescatello paid tribute to the sea
surrounding us at the Shoals.

Conferees learned about the writers, musicians and
artists who visited the Isles during the Resort Era from
Ann Beattie and discovered
American impressionism from Jamie LaFleur, a modern
day painter at the Shoals. Arnie Silverstone left us
with improved images of the Isles of Shoals after his
digital photography session.

Greeting old friends and making new friends, who on
the Isles we love, this past June was made possible by
the work of CeChairs Andrea Melville and Ann
Beattie, along with the Registration efforts of Amy
Cook. Our wonderful memories and our amazing
artwork will help keep the Shoals alive for us over the
winter until we meet again at the next ISHRA June
conference.

Ann Beattie

We all extend to Jane Lentz our sincere gratitude for
scanning the back issues of the newsletter. Check out
the Members Corner, accessible throigjina.org where you
can find past speaker information, newsletters to download,
and member picturedzor questions or a leip reminder,
please amail Cassie alvebmaster@ishra.org

The Eternal Sound of the Sea

Thaxterds poetry i n GretChénQekb%déﬁe@er
Thaxter Qapofk gndsi
P Tvidim, %Iéh%e u%e%l BYhGotu der‘ﬁlé \R/

Thedawtlder na&d evbsfer 8avabss

(cont. from page 1)

In her memoirAmong the Isles of ShoAlxlia
Thaxter also revels in describing some of the
inhabitants ofGosport.

tery aﬁc ent

ed dNi¥,
and from which he drew such dismal tones as never
before were heard on sea or lakt® had no more idea
ofuwlayang than ane of thegcedtish he dailyasplit and
saitelal, eyet peeclripténed withhpode alldhe shrieksi ande d
wails he drew out of the wretched instrument with

ad t hg
f?u%ted “%é;e{h hwét h8R ot B

di s h e svaribus ohighsonhidiggs titleB.d&le |was dvent 8 7 2

sayo Wal | now | 0611 give yer
and forthwith began again precisely the same
intolerable squeak. 6

pwblisked jourmabdn &mwedcgn Nowhodids it e an d
describes the Shoals through the eyes of a typical
summer visitor, marveling at the rugged beauty of the
scenery, extolling the amenities of the hotel, and
wondering at the rustic lifestyle of the native
fishermen.He is toured and feted by the Laightons and
Thaxters, charmed by his hosts, and alarmed by the
ﬁ:n (TS of botP the Shoalers and the Iese educated
W tolri&s.

0They consist of country t
such sorts of people, rude, shrewd, and simple, and
well behaved enough; wondering at sharks and equally
at lobsters; sitting down to table with their coats off;
helping themselves out of the dish with their own
forks; taking pudding on the plates off which they have
eaten meatPeople at just this stage of manners are

more disagreeable than at
Pontine Theatreds product
from An American Notebookvith stories,

remi ni scences, and | ocal I

most famous resident, Celia Thaxt&rom her
autobiographical, Among the Isles of Shoafsme a
history of the early days on the islands, the wreck of

t he Sagunto on Haleysd 1| sl
the tale of the ghostly maiden said to guard
Bl ackbeardds pirate treasu

0She turned instantly, and
most melancholy blue eyes | ever beheld, said quietly,
6 He&llc o me  arbea ishe.dBappeared round a

jutting rock and | eft me m

(cont. on page 6)
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ISHRA file photo_ (cdited)-

The Gosport Regattas of 1874 & 1875
By

Lois Williams and Sarah OdConnor ] )
Weather for the 1875 race was again superb, attracting

sightseers by the thousands who came out from ports up

The Appledore House, operated by the Laighton family, and.down the New En ore in all sorts ts

SO Iand§ h f b
B s oo e e 6 o Sy Miding” 56 " ScimePhrioi Rocarfing” © ©'
P pany viewers from Boston. The triangular course, 12 miles on

secretly bought the Star Island properties of all but two

. . each leg, was to be run down toward the mouth of the
Gr(;?/liac())urtslvnéas%aet;ﬁ.shgjn ;helgggrgt'ﬁgugg J:r?de tﬂ]?ﬁévtv?e Merrimac River, then offshore easterly and back to the
P y bp y starting point at the Shoals. Unfortunately a whaleboat

built Oceanic both opened with flying colors. with two flags marking the second turn drifted 3% miles
Pooros first "ri8mavastaso tioerfirstd u | off stadiah in a squall during the night and only one yacht
race by the yacht4merica under the ownership of found and rounded the mark for the second turn offshore.
General Benjamin Franklin Butler. Seventy five entrants
in three different classes competed on a lovely day of fine
breeze with steamers and tugs coming from all parts of

There was a protracted investigation and lengthy
rancorous discussion lasting over 24 hours the upshot of
which was that the judges disqualified all of the yachts

ihe coast. except the one that actually rounded the second mark
The larger yachts raced a -@86le triangular course and decided not to award any prizes. Among those
starting in full view from the veranda of the Star Island disqualified was yach#imerica finishing as fourth fastest
Hotel. They rounded Boon Island and, while others although a later New York Times article claimed that
skirted Duck Island, Butler directed his captain to cut Americahad won the race. (Perhaps the ever publicity
through the Duck Island ledges. To the sound of booming  conscious General Butler had something to do with this
guns, shrieking whistles and the cheering crodiberica misinformation.)

was first across the finish line but another boat actually
won the race on time allowance. Despite this, Butler
always claimed to have finished in first place.

John Poor announced another race for the punch bowl,
but the squabble over the race on thé"@aused many
disaffected captains to pull their boats and leave the

I n 1875 Poor proposed anot h&hoalsfatgwatlt, mnwteringfinftreir beards asatheysailech e

trophy of a large solid silver punch bowl. Visitors away. Only two boats were lef#ynericaand Resoluté
thronged to the Isles and both hotels were stuffed to not to be confused with the famous Nat Herreshoff
capacity as, oOspecial traindés{gewdt Aenee i aréstiCap ceme
this unique railway connection to the Shoals), and owners had already arranged a friendly match and on

dexcursion steamers brought Augushfiracachad38 milmoourge.from Star Island around
The race was to be held on Jul )}“Zam d yachtAmerica Whlte Island, to B_opn Is_Iand and ba}ck. TResolutenvas
rst to cross the.finish line, budmericavas delcl%red tEEB 51

famed winner of the first ; r up 'race
dropped her anchor in Gosport Harbor at sundown. iRer'on tim8 alidwance.

General Butler went ashore dressed in a blue jacket, blue The next day Poor promoted
trousers and rubber boots. Removing his sea boots and Oceani c Cupbéd i n whi ch bott
donning slippers, he entered the parlor of The Oceanic, unnecessary gear including anchors and cannon, raced
where he was the center of an amused, if however not again up around Boon Island Ledges and Light and back
entirely admiring throng. (He had a reputation as a sharp to the Shoals with no time allowanceAmericawas

and ruthless businessman and many Shoalers resented his declared the hands down winner and General Butler
takeover of Star Island.) A good story teller, he regaled sailed away with the silver punch bowl on tieme r 7 ¢ a 6
the guests with colorful stories of yachting and the sea. cabin table. (cont. on page
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The Gosport Regatta of 2010

By
Richard Stanley

On the morning of September™@early forty sailboats
assembled off the mouth of the Piscataqua River for the
first Gosport Regatta to be held in 135 years. The weather
was fine with a light southeasterly breeze as the boats
jockeyed back and forth for position at the starting line in
the vicinity of 2KR, the red whistle buoy otalf mile off

the river entrance.

On the 19, starting between 11:30 and 12;00, two courses
were run, a shorter one, down to the first turn at the
Gunboat Shoal bell for the cruising class boats which are
typically slower, and a longer one for the faster racing
class boats which went down to a point off Hampton
Beach before turning. Both went south along shore on the
first | eg 0 sallimgsas closeeuwpwiddias g 6
possiblé with the breeze on their port or left side, and
then tacked (turned) to take the breeze on the right or
starboard side, as near upwind as possibtec |-hadeel

on the starboar dputtiagdhe tacersi n
on a course for the Shoals while the cruisers had to make
a series of tacks in order to reach the finish in Gosport
Harbor.

In the middle afternoon, as the land heated up a bit and
the onshore breeze helped to boost the light seuth
easterly, conditions became more interesting, the boats
heeled over to the freshening breeze and picked up speed.

This race substantially
differed from those of
the 19 century in both

the types of boa

involved and the courses
run. The old races
featured more an

bigger boats, mostly gaff
-rigged schooners like
those in the old photp
on page four, while the
current one featured
mostly  smaller, jib
headed sloops like thos
in the photos on this
page. While the old
races were run on |a
closed course, from the

e

While this was not a
race to get your blood
up, all boats made much
better time during the
second half of the race
as the breeze sometimes
nudged up to over ten
or twelve knots. Boats
crossed the finish line
singly and in groups of
three or four, announced
by a blast from the horn
on the committee boat,
the last arriving about
4:15. George Spiecker
of Rye NH piloted his
boat, Airtha to first
place in the cruising

Shoals and back to the

starting point, this was
race, from the inshore starting line, out across Bigelow
Bight to the Shoals. In this type of race the committee
always tries to plan a course that will provide some
variation in points of sail upwind, downwind, etci

and added interest, rather than just go from start to finish
in one straight leg. On Sunday the direction of the breeze
helped to decide this. The Shoals lay south southeast of

class and Pike Severance

t o of ManchasterdN$H én Citady Rl@rse toak nthée racing cladgp u r

The wonderfully warm and fine weather more than
compensated for the lack of excitement consequent to the
mild breezes, and much exuberant cheering was heard
from the crews and the spectators ashore as each boat
crossed the finish line.

Following the race, over 300 crew members and

the river mouth, putting t hBSHAQEVereleptsdoa suger soyngance gf fond and,
eve of the win d,c’> P as s a? L or rinrﬂ, as Defits a (?v%n)r(noft igneatur%, r’ovird dib Star
y ' I9land®staff and other Vollinteers. “The celébration carded P
Sailboats cannot operate closer than 110 degrees off the on throuah the .evening with aporopriatelv robust music
wind atbestand mustzig ag or Ot acko back aﬁﬁ for.qgt} {2RProp y
and huzzahs emanating from boats all around the harbor

go upwind, approximately doubling or tripling the
straight line distance they have to cover.

It is barely more than five nautical miles from the river

mouth to the Shoals, but the actual course run was about
twelve nautical miles. (A nautical mile=1.15 statute or
land miles, one knot of speed= one nautical mile per hour).

Photos: The First Leg & Four Boats Finish by Richard Stanley
Yacht America by John Bawlikimedia File
The Celia quote on page six and the little decorative features
in this issue are from her bogknong the Isles of Shoals

well into the night.



